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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION  

   Helping our students graduate ready for college and careers!  
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Career Fly-In 

Sixteen students from across YKSD spent a week in Fairbanks on October 3rd to 7th learning 
about different careers and developing skills to help them in a future career.  This wonderful 
group of sophomores and juniors consisted of 8 students from Jimmy Huntington School, 1 
student from Andrew K. Demoski School, 1 student from Gladys Dart School, 1 student from 
Rampart School, and 6 students from Minto School.  

 

 

 

Students took part in a variety of activities ranging from driver’s education and driving lessons;  
learning about a career in education; mock interviews with business professionals in 
construction, retail sales, and the medical field; a virtual shopping competition; participating in 
budgeting skills; touring UAF and learning about Rural Student Services; doing a hands on 
activity relating to Process Technology; learning leadership skills; filling out a job application; 
learning about apprenticeship programs from different trades; learning about careers relating 
to health science; to identifying their Sources of Strength!  
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Monday, October 3 
Students started the week by arriving in Fairbanks, some arriving by plane and others by road. 
Once all the students arrived, Patty Woody lead an introductory activity and reviewed the rules, 
expectations, and schedule of the week.  During the afternoon, students participated in driver’s 
permit test review lead by Bob Hawkins.   
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Students were introduced to interviewing through a presentation by Terry Roelfsema, with 
assistance provided by Amanda York.  Monday evening the students participated in the first 
half of an 8-hour driver’s education course through North Star Driving School.  

Tuesday, October 4 
Students were split into two groups to learn about medical careers. Students started the day in 
the waiting room of the emergency room, and proceeded to the ambulance bay of the hospital 
where volunteers from Chena Goldstream Volunteer Fire Department demonstrated the use of 
the parts of the interior of an ambulance, firefighting attire and tools.  Information was 
provided on how to become a firefighter and a paramedic. Students proceeded onward to a 
behind the scenes tour of Chief Andrew Isaac Health Clinic and learned about emergency care 
in the emergency room.   
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In the afternoon students either completed the 2nd half of the 8-hour driver’s education course 
or participated in a job shadow and career preparation.   In the evening students selected 
professional attire while staying within a set budget by shopping outfit for interviewing for a job 
at Value Village.  Students learned independent living skills by washing and ironing their outfits, 
with the majority of the chaperones even learning to iron!    

Wednesday, October 5 
Students began the morning by taking their driver’s permit test with a second opportunity to 
take the driver’s permit test on Thursday morning. Congratulations to the five students who 
passed the exam:  Leroy Vent, Tony Sam III, Libby Henderson, Jessica Hoffman, and Christian 
Hunter!  

 

 

Students with their driver’s permit were given the opportunity to participate in up to three 
driving lessons with North Star Driving School.  Students, who brought the required paperwork 
which included their original birth certificate or State of Alaska ID card, notarized 
parental/guardian consent, and tribal ID or notarized parent affidavit and parent affidavit of 
residence, acquired their driver’s permit, State of Alaska ID card, or driver’s license depending 
upon which one they qualified for. The following students received their State of Alaska ID 
Chase Weter, Zoe Ballard-Huffman, Devin Agnes, and Moe Saunders. 
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Wednesday continued with students learning about education careers through an activity and 
presentation by Andrea Durny and Jolene McGinty. Shawna Hildebrand with Tanana Chiefs 
Conference provided a Sources of Strength mini-workshop consisting of games and the 
identification of personal and community supports. Amanda York worked with the students to 
provide information on the components of a successful job interview and then had the students 
practice mock interviews with each other.  
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The afternoon started at the Fairbanks Pipeline Training Center with a budgeting workshop 
provided by Wells Fargo. After the budgeting workshop students learned about the variety of 
apprenticeships, how to qualify, and the benefits.  Wendell Whistler with the Interior 
Brotherhood of Electric Workers and John Plutt with the Plumbers and Pipefitters provided 
specific information about those two careers. Students then proceeded on a tour visiting the 
welding and carpentry shops.  At the UAF Process Technology program students participated in 
an hands-on activity as an introduction to the exciting, high-paying field of Process Technology.  

Wednesday evening students participated in a mock virtual shopping competition. Four groups 
were formed. Each group had to work together to write down a shopping list of items for one 
person to live in a furnished apartment for a week, having on 3 days-worth of clothes and 
laundry facilities nearby. The goal was for the students to have everything needed to successful 
survive the week while eating 3 well-balanced meals a day for the cheapest price.  A variety of 
shopping lists were developed, with the groups moving onto Bentley Mall Safeway where they 
loaded their cart with the items. The groups did an awesome job working together and came up 
with some interesting items to eat from TV dinners, to French bread and chicken. They even 
had toilet paper, shampoo, toiletry items, and laundry soap!  
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Thursday, October 6 

Students spent the morning learning more about UAF. They visited Rural Student Services and 
learned about the assistance provided through RSS as well as the variety of opportunities and 
programs students can take part in while attending UAF.  Students toured UAF while seeing the 
engineering building, the library, the Wood Center, a dorm room, upper campus, the Patty 
Center and the SRC.  At lunchtime TSgt Kolbernuss with the Alaska Air National Guard shared 
information with the students on military careers. 
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Finally, the big event arrived! Students dressed into their professional business attire and were 
split into three groups based on their career interests and participated in mock interviews with 
business professionals.  One group went to the Fairbanks Pipeline Training Center, where 
students were interviewed by representatives from the Interior Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and the Fairbanks Plumbers and Pipefitters.  Another group was interviewed by a 
representative from the human resources department of the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital and 
the Interior Alaska Health Education Consortium.  The third group was interviewed by the 
Human Resources Department of Fred Meyer. Students were nervous but did an excellent job, 
with some students even being offered a job or future contact information for a career!   
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Friday, October 7 
Two students completed the week by completing all these activities: the 8-hour driver’s 
education course, having their permit for at least 6 months, were 16 years old, participated in 3 
driving lessons, and passed the driving exam.  Way to go Serenity Melendrez and Dakota 
Titus!! 

 

All the students returned home or to their families after a busy, fun week!   

 

 

 



YKSD CTE Newsletter  1st Quarter 2016-2017 

 11 

Career Pathways 
 

The YKSD is excited to be offering specialized curricula and extra-curricular activities for highly 
interested and motivated students.  These students can apply to participate in one of three 
Career Pathways. The Career Pathways are:  Health Science, Construction, and Education.  
There are many benefits for students participating in a Career Pathway, allowing students to 
obtain: 

• Skills and knowledge in a specific career area 

• High school credit 

• College credit 

• Industry recognized certifications 

• Work-based learning opportunities, including job shadows, internships, and work 
experience 

• Career-related club membership 

• First priority to camps, academies, and extracurricular activities related to a career 
pathway 

• Career Pathway graduation honor 

For a student to obtain Career Pathway honors, the student must take a minimum of 2 credits 
from one of the specific pathways. Students who meet this requirement will graduate with 
pathway honors and receive a certificate and cord indicating their hard work.  

Students may sign up for one of these career pathways to receive Career Pathway Honors upon 
graduation by completing the application found at the following link:  
http://www.yksd.com/Page/660  
 
The application should be returned to the Career & Technical Education Department at 
cte@yksd.com 
 
For questions please contact Patty Woody at 907-374-9435 or Bob Hawkins at 907-374-9496 or 
email questions to cte@yksd.com 
 

Below please find more information about each of the Career Pathways 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yksd.com/Page/660
mailto:cte@yksd.com
mailto:cte@yksd.com
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Health Science Career Pathway 

The Health Science Career Pathway is designed to provide students with an introduction to 
health care careers, a basic foundation to health care, and health care related certifications.  As 
this is one of the most dynamic and fastest growing career areas in Alaska and across the 
nation, this makes is a great career field to be entering.  Students can participate in learning 
opportunities through on-site classes, distance courses, intensive academies, field trips, 
FEA/HOSA club membership, and work-based experiences.   

Students who consider themselves to have one or more of these interests and abilities might 
want to consider a career in health science.  

• An interest in working with people who are injured or sick 

• The desire to help in the community 

• Ability to multitask and change from one duty to another frequently 

• Passion for promoting health & wellness lifestyles 

• An interest in working with infants, children, elderly, ill, or handicapped 

• Composure in crisis situations and attention to detail 

• Ability to work with others and be part of a team 

• Critical thinking and ability to be flexible and complete varied tasks 

There are a variety of health care related careers which include but are not limited to the 
following: 

Athletic Trainer   Nurse Practitioner  Dental Assistant 
Physician Assistant (PA) Dental Hygienist  Pharmacist 
Dentist    Veterinarian   Dietitian 
Veterinary Technician  Surgeon   Community Health Aide 
Registered Nurse (RN) Radiologist   Midwife 
Optometrist   Home Care Provider  Medical Laboratory Technician 
Behavioral Health Aide Medical Transcriptionist Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
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Construction Career Pathway 

The Construction Career Pathway is designed to provide students with an introduction to the 
construction career field.  As construction workers will always be in demand as they build and 
repair buildings and other structures such as roads and bridges, this is a great career area to be 
entering!  Students will have the opportunity to develop the technical qualifications and life 
skills needed to begin a career in the construction industry or the ability to meet the 
requirements for an apprenticeship program.  Students will have the opportunity to participate 
in learning opportunities through on-site classes, intensive academies, and work-based 
experiences.   

Students who consider themselves to have one or more of these interests and abilities might 
want to consider a career in construction. 

• Often observe and note the buildings around you 

• Like to work with your hands 

• Have ability to visualize objects and projects in your mind 

• Like to create models or make designs 

• Like to work with tools and objects 

• Like to solve math problems 

• Like to use mental and manual skills to solve problems 

• Like to work alone and with others 

• Think of yourself as a self-starter 

• Like to take charge 
 

There are many career opportunities related to construction which include but are not limited 
to the following: 

Carpenter  Plumber  Laborer 
Roustabout  Welder   Electrician 
Painter   Ironworker  Heavy Equipment Operator 
Crane Operator Truck Driver  Sheet Metal Worker 
Pipefitter  Millwright  Surveyor  
Roofer   Maintenance Person Construction Manager 
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Education Career Pathway 

The Education Career Pathway is designed to introduce students to the different careers within 
the education career pathway, through opportunities to learn about basic teaching strategies, 
current educational trends, human relations, technology, communication, and child 
development.  In this pathway students will have the opportunity to participle in on-site classes, 
distance classes, intensive academies, work-based learning experiences, and taking the 
Paraprofessional Certification.  

Students who consider themselves to have one or more of these interests and abilities might 
want to consider a career in education. 

• Like to help others learn new things 

• Have patience 

• Like to speak in front of groups 

• Like to help out at school 

• Enjoy teaching games to children 

• Like to do things with other people 

• Like being in school 

There are many career opportunities related to construction which include but are not limited 
to the following: 

 Elementary Teacher  Teacher Aide  Special Education Teacher 
 High School Teacher  Librarian  Principal 
 School Counselor  Speech Therapist School Psychologist 
 Preschool Teacher  PE Teacher   Middle School Teacher 
 Science Teacher  Reading Specialist English Teacher 
 University Professor  CTE Teacher  Social Studies Teacher  
 Math Teacher   Counseling Aide Kindergarten Teacher 
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Upcoming Dates 
Education Academy  
November 13-23, 2016 
Students will spend 9 days in Fairbanks learning about an education career and starting the 
steps to become a teacher. 
Application Deadline:  Friday, October 22 at noon 
 
STEAM Phase II 
November 7th-18th, January 16th-27th OR April 24th- May 5th 
Students who have already attended the STEAM Phase are invited to attend this phase learning 
about science and engineering projects, establish career goals, and have the opportunity to 
complete the IT Academy and obtain their Microsoft Office Specialist certification.  
 
College & Career Prep Phase 
November 30 – December 12, 2016 
Students will have the opportunity to prepare for college by prepping for the ACT or WorkKeys, 
while exploring a variety of post-secondary education and training options near Anchorage. 
 
Health Academy  
April 17-29, 2017 
Students will have the opportunity to become certified as an Emergency Trauma Technician 
(ETT) and learn about health and nutrition relating to Alaska.  
Application Deadline:  TBD 
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Voyage to Excellence’s  

STEAM Phase 

In partnership with Chugach School District's Voyage to Excellence Program, two students 
attend the Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM) Phase in 
Anchorage in September. Students had the opportunity to learn about STEAM careers, 
participate in science and engineering related activities, and started working on obtaining their 
Microsoft IT Academy certification as a Microsoft Office Specialist or Microsoft Technology 
Associate.  The two students, one from Jimmy Huntington School and one from Minto School, 
spent 10 days in Anchorage at this camp.  
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Fall 2016 Career & Technical Education 

Allakaket School 
Career Planning - 6 students 
In this course students are planning out their future through a career and/or college education. 
Students are learning how to apply for, get and keep a job.  
 
Andrew K. Demoski School  
Digital Photography – 10 students  
In this course students are the skills to record events in a professional manner through digital 
photography.  
 
Business Math – 7 students 
In this course the students are learning about finances related to operating a successful 
business.  
 
Gladys Dart School 
Drafting – 2 students & 3 middle school students  
Students are learning the basic techniques to design a building through drafting.  
 
Jimmy Huntington School 
River Fisheries I  - 6 students  
In this class, students are learning about the fish in the region, including types, anatomy and 
physiology, harvesting techniques, and processing.   
 
River Fisheries II – 6 students  
Students are building upon the skills and information they learned in River Fisheries I and 
deepening their knowledge specifically related to salmon.   
 
Digital Photography – 7 students  
Students are learning skills and knowledge to use digital photography in a professional manner 
through hands-on projects. 
 
Personal Finance -  7 students 
In this course, students are learning to manage their own personal finances, including banking, 
credit, investing, and much more.  
 
Merreline A. Kangas School 
Photo Journalism – 1 student, 6 middle school students 
In this course students are learning the skills and knowledge to document events through 
journalism and photography through the creation of a school newsletter.  
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Minto School   
Photo Journalism – 3 high school and 15 middle school students  
In this course students are learning the skills and knowledge to document events through 
journalism and photography through the creation of a school newsletter.  
 
Woods I – 1 student  
In this class, the student is learning basic carpentry skills through hands-on projects. 
 
Personal Finance – 3 students 
In this course, students are learning to manage their own personal finances, including banking, 
credit, investing, and much more.  
 
Rampart School 
Photo Journalism I – 3 students 
In this course students are learning the skills and knowledge to document events through 
journalism and photography through the creation of projects.  
 
District Wide Offered Distance Courses  
Introduction to Health Care –  2 students Jimmy Huntington School, 1 student Minto School  
In this course for both high school and college credit, students are learning about the wide 
variety of careers in health care.  
 
Camps & Academies 
Career Fly-In -  8 students Jimmy Huntington School, 6 students Minto School, 1 student Gladys 
Dart School, 1 student Andrew K. Demoski School 
Students spent a week in Fairbanks learning about careers and building their skills for a future 
career.  Activities included driver’s education, mock interviews, tours of the Fairbanks Pipeline 
Training Center and UAF, and much, much more.  
 
Education Academy – 10 to 12 students 
Students will learn about how to become a teacher and begin the process through the 
Introduction to Education I course.  
 
STEAM Phase - 1 student Jimmy Huntington School, 1 student Minto School 
Students learned about careers relating to science, technology, engineering, art, and 
mathematics.  They also started the process of obtaining their IT Academy certification.  
 
 
 

 

 

 



YKSD CTE Newsletter  1st Quarter 2016-2017 

 19 

Digital Photography Course 
 

At Andrew K. Demoski school, students are recording cultural events and activities as 
part of their Digital Photography class.  The students in our digital photography have 
captured the events of our culture week as part of their course studies. Included in 
these community activities were looking for moose, harvesting as they had "luck," 
completing bead-work, listening to storytelling and native signing and dances. 
 
Below are a few of their photographs! 
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ACELLUS- THE SCIENCE OF LEARNING 

 

YKSD is excited to offer students the opportunity to enhance their course choices through 
Acellus, on line academy. 

Acellus, The Science of Learning, began as an initiative at the International Academy of Science in 
2001 to improve math and science scores across the United States of America. The initial phase 
was to create a platform with an interactive learning system that delivers video-based instruction 
from some of America’s greatest teachers. 

The premise of Acellus is to turn the learning process into a science and thereby study how to 
more effectively teach and empower students to meet and exceed their goals. Acellus uniquely 
leverages technology to tailor the learning experience for every student based upon their 
individual needs. Many years later, the program includes all courses for grades K-12 and has 
impacted over a million student learners in over 2,000 school districts nationwide. 

Recognizing a growing need among students receiving an education outside of a traditional 
school environment, Acellus Academy was established in 2013 as an online school for students in 
grades K-12. Since that time, the program has rapidly grown into a community of online learners 
in every state of the United States and in over 40 countries worldwide. 

The International Academy of Science is a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 organization. Through grants, 
private donations, and with the help of many dedicated volunteers; Acellus Academy is able to 
cover much of the cost associated with delivering courses online to students. 

To learn more about Acellus you can view this short video:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-dMf7Hh6E0 

If you would like to see the available courses, you can go to this site: 

https://www.acellusacademy.com/browse-courses.html 

Currently there are 30 YKSD students taking 45 courses, from Math 5 to Honors Chemistry and 
Career & Technical Education courses.  Some are working on graduating early and others are 
filling course that they need to graduate.  Whatever the reason, they are maximizing their time 
to their benefit. 

If you have any questions about Acellus, please talk with your counselor. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-dMf7Hh6E0
https://www.acellusacademy.com/browse-courses.html
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Yukon-Koyukuk School District 

Career & Technical Education Department 

4762 Old Airport Way 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

 

Patty Woody  

Career & Technical Education Coordinator 

970-374-9435 

pwoody@yksd.com 

 

Bob Hawkins 

Career & Technical Education Specialist 

907-374-9496 

bhawkins@yksd.com 

 

If you have any questions about the Career & Technical Education 
programs at the YKSD, please feel free to contact Patty Woody or Bob 
Hawkins.  

 

(The CTE brand logo, brand positioning theme and brand extensions are the property of 

NASDCTEc.) 

 

mailto:pwoody@yksd.com
mailto:bhawkins@yksd.com

